
Southington Public Library 
255 Main St., Southington, CT 

Library Board Minutes 
May 11, 2020 

Virtual Meeting 
 

Meeting was called to order by Chairman Kevin Curtiss at 6:05 PM. The 
Pledge of Allegiance was given. 
 
Members in attendance virtually: Kevin Curtiss, Walter Grover, Mary 
Baker, Terry Lombardi, Mary Ellen D’Angelo, Frances Meade, Joanne 
Kelleher, Johanna Furgalack, Mark LaJoie, Kristi Sadowski. 
 
Public Communications:  
Friends of the Library: There were none. 
Friends of the Barnes Museum: There were none. 
 
Library Board Communications: 

●  Terry Lombardi reported that she had reached out to the CFGNB to 
discuss how the two Library funds work and are invested. She is 
waiting to hear back on advice for when the referendum goes 
through. 

● Kevin Curtiss stated that he was resigning as the Chairman of the 
Library Board and that this was his last meeting. He reported that he 
has been on the Board since 2014 and has enjoyed his time as a 
member. 

 
Approval of Secretary’s Minutes: Mary Ellen D’Angelo made a motion to 
accept the April minutes; Walter Grover seconded. Approved. 
 
Finance: April 2020 Report: 

● Director Sadowski stated that the budget is in good shape for the end 
of the fiscal year. 



● A total of twenty thousand dollars has been cut from next year’s 
budget. 

● Funds can be transferred as needed. 
Mary Ellen D’Angelo made a motion to accept the report. Frances Meade 
seconded. Approved. 
 
Election of Officers: Walter Grover agreed to assume the role of Chair at 
the June 2020 meeting. Mary Ellen D’Angelo made a motion to table the 
election of officers to a future date since the Town Council needs to appoint 
a replacement to fill the vacancy left by Kevin Curtiss. Frances Meade 
seconded motion. Approved. 
 
Director’s Report: 

● The staff is continuing to work hard from home. 
● Molly Virello and Tori Barrette will each present a program in the 

State Library Virtual Program Showcase.  
● Town Manager Mark Sciota informed Director Sadowski that 

employees will return back to work full time on May 26. 
● Summer Reading will be held virtually this year. 
● Not sure when the Library can reinstate curbside pick up. 
● Work areas will have to be spread out and barriers put up before 

employees can return. 
● Director Sadowski reported that a letter and donation check was 

received from a patron who enjoyed watching the What is it 
Wednesday program from the Barnes Museum. 

● Terry Lombardi suggested partnering storytimes from the Library with 
Camp Sloper if possible this year. 

● The Taste of Southington has been cancelled this year. 
● Four applications were received for the Barnes Museum curator 

position; interviews will take place on May 13. 
● Interviews will be conducted soon for the position in the Children’s 

Department. 
 



Committee Reports: 
Barnes Museum: 

● The application for the grant for the veranda repair is waiting to be 
signed. 

● The grounds are being kept up with help from Library staff. 
● A lawn care company may be hired for spreading of mulch and 

removal of dead trees. 
Advocacy: 

● Committee decided to continue the social media campaign even 
though the Expansion Project is on hold. 

● A newsletter will be going out to keep the Library on radar and to 
expose Library services to the public. 

Personnel & Policies:  
● A clear role of the Library Board has to be included in new policies 

being written, including hiring and filling positions. 
● The form for the Director’s evaluation was created and will go out this 

month.  
● Terry Lombardi made a motion that a self-assessment and overall 

review created by the Chairman be reviewed by the Library Board in 
an Executive Session; the regular evaluation process be placed on 
hold at this time due to the COVID-19 crisis. Frances Meade 
seconded the motion. Approved. 

 
Old Business: 
Strategic Plan: 

● Terry Lombardi reported that she received mission statements from 
both the Library Board and the staff and needs them condensed into 
one or two vision statements.  

● A special meeting will be held to discuss and review this on May 26 at 
5 PM. 

RFP: In the future a discussion needs to be held about hiring a firm to grow 
the Capital Campaign for the referendum. 
 



New Business: The Board members thanked Kevin Curtiss for his many 
years of service on the Library Board. 
 
Mary Ellen D’Angelo made a motion to adjourn. Walter Grover seconded. 
Approved. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:00 PM. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Billie Gaber 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 


